* One asterisk means to stand, as you are able.

The nearest restrooms are in the alcove on the
long wall of the Thin Place Gallery.

Citations for references used during worship are
available from the ministers, upon request.

The New Revised Standard Version (Updated Edition)
of the Bible is used during worship,
unless otherwise noted.

Lectionary Year C, Second Sunday of Advent,
December 8: Malachi 3:1-4; Philippians 1:3-11;
Luke 1:68-19, 3:1-6.

Lectionary Year C, Third Sunday of Advent,
December 15: Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6,
Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18.
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Second Sunday of Advent  December 8,2024 10a.m.

LARGE PRINT

Welcome and Announcements
Lay Reader today is Andrew Clapp.

Opening Music [ Heard the Voice of Jesus Say
- arr. Thomas Keesecker

Lighting the Candle of Peace The Phil Smith family

*Opening Hymn He Came Down Song sheet

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession

Lord, hear us this day as we open our hearts and our
spirits to you. These times in which we live are often
confusing and fearful. We are pushed to make
preparations for a season which is supposed to bring
hope and peace, yet we crowd it with obligations and
stresses and shut the door to your healing love and
compassion. We find ourselves being on edge, fretful,
wondering if we have done enough, can do enough.
You answer our fears with your voice, “Peace, be
still.”” Help us to hear you. Slow us down. Encourage
us to take some time to listen rather than shout, to
stop and rest rather than run. Cause us to look around
at situations and people who are in need and to place
our focus on helping them. For it is in helping your
people and reaching out in love that we will find true
peace. These things we pray, in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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A Promise of Forgiveness and Peace
Passing of the Peace

One: The peace of the Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.

We invite everyone to share Christ’s peace

with your neighbors, both now and after the service.

Come, Come Emmanuel
Song sheet

* Sung Response

First Scripture Reading  Luke 3:1-6

One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Anthem We Sing the Song of Christmas

- Timothy Dudley-Smith and Lloyd Larson

Children’s Message

Children from age 4-5th grade may now
go to Children’s Church,
for a time of worship designed especially for them.

Second Scripture Reading Luke 3:7-18

One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Message Change, According to John the Baptist

Dr. Kyle Goodman

Words for Reflection “Peace,”
from The Lives We Actually Have
- Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie
Blessed are we, the fearful
though we long to be people of peace.
We can’t lie:
we are afraid.

Afraid there won’t be enough —
enough resources,

enough time,

enough memories.

Blessed are we who ask you for wisdom.
Show us what to turn from,
what to set aside.

Come, Lord, that we might
seeyou,

move with you,

keep pace with you.

Blessed are we who ask that this Advent

we might dwell together quietly in our homes.
Come, Lord, that we might be for others

the peace they cannot find.

Blessed are we who look to you and say,
God, truly, we are troubled and afraid.
Come govern our hearts and calm our fears.

Oh Prince of Peace,

still our restless selves,
calm our anxious hearts,
quiet our busy minds.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
King James Version

Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowéd be thy
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.

Pray with the words that hold the most meaning for you,
even if they differ from your neighbor’s.

Call to Offering
Sharing of Offering

We invite you to prayerfully donate to the continued life
and work
of our congregation. Please consider mailing gifts
directly to the church,
or use our online giving platform,
at https://www.alamancechurch.org/online-tithing.

Offertory In the Bleak Midwinter - arr. Dan Forrest
*Doxology  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

Song sheet
Prayer of Thanksgiving

* Sending Hymn Comfort, Comfort Now My People

Song sheet

Feel free to come forward during the closing song to light

a candle, as a public sign of an inward commitment to life
in the light of Christ.

*Charge and Benediction

Closing Music
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