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THE WORD
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT and MUSIC: Clara H. Scott, 1895 OPEN MY EYES

8.8.9.8.8.8.8.4

The first woman to publish a collection of her own anthems, this author/composer has created in this hymn
a sung prayer for illumination. It not only asks God to help us understand Scripture but also prays for the
strength and courage to make God’s love known to others.
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This hymn based on Jesus’ saying about God’s care for all creatures (Matthew 10:29–30/Luke 12:6–7) began
with the refrain’s last line, inspired by a woman who had endured much illness. It was first sung in public at
the Royal Albert Hall, London, during evangelistic services in 1905.
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Civilla Durfee Martin, 1905
MUSIC: Charles H. Gabriel, 1905

SPARROW
Irregular 

This hymn based on Jesus’ saying about God’s care for all creatures (Matthew 10:29–30/Luke 12:6–7) began
with the refrain’s last line, inspired by a woman who had endured much illness. It was first sung in public at
the Royal Albert Hall, London, during evangelistic services in 1905.
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CELEBRATING TIME

662Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

This well-crafted morning hymn opens by celebrating daylight as an image of Christ, the true Light, then
ponders life without light, and culminates in a prayer for inward light. The tune’s name honors its German
roots: Ratisbon is the former English name for Regensburg.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Charles Wesley, 1740
MUSIC: Freylinghausen’s Gesangbuch, 1704; rev. in Werner’s Choralbuch, 1815; harm. Old Church Psalmody, 1847
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Civilla Durfee Martin, 1905
MUSIC: Charles H. Gabriel, 1905

SPARROW
Irregular 

This hymn based on Jesus’ saying about God’s care for all creatures (Matthew 10:29–30/Luke 12:6–7) began
with the refrain’s last line, inspired by a woman who had endured much illness. It was first sung in public at
the Royal Albert Hall, London, during evangelistic services in 1905.
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TEXT: Civilla Durfee Martin, 1905
MUSIC: Charles H. Gabriel, 1905
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This hymn based on Jesus’ saying about God’s care for all creatures (Matthew 10:29–30/Luke 12:6–7) began
with the refrain’s last line, inspired by a woman who had endured much illness. It was first sung in public at
the Royal Albert Hall, London, during evangelistic services in 1905.
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Jesus, the Light of the World

JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

127

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Stanzas, Charles Wesley, 1739; ref., George D. Elderkin, 1890
MUSIC: George D. Elderkin, 1890; arr. Evelyn Simpson-Curenton, 2000
Music Arr. © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc.  

WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT
7.7.7.7 with refrain

This blues-tinged setting of a familiar Christmas carol participates in a longstanding African American
practice of adapting Anglo-European texts, as is done here by incorporating a repeated internal line and by
appending a refrain that expands that line’s language and imagery.
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I Believe in God the Father
BAPTISM

481

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: David Gambrell, 2009
MUSIC: Genevan Psalter, 1551
Text © 2011 David Gambrell (admin. Presbyterian Publishing Corp.)

GENEVAN 42
8.7.8.7.7.7.8.8

This text is a 21st-century metrical paraphrase of the Apostles’ Creed (in the manner of Calvin’s Strasbourg
liturgy). Its connections with Reformed tradition are further strengthened by being set to the tune created
for Psalm 42 in the 1551 Genevan Psalter (see also no. 87).
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