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The Relay

We welcome all to the
community of Jesus: to
connect, to learn, to
worship, to serve.
We are an ecumenical
congregation in a
Presbyterian Church
(USA) form.

Alamance Presbyterian Church • 4000 Presbyterian Road • Greensboro, North Carolina, 27406 • 336.697.0488 • www.alamancechurch.org

December Is HERE! Are You Ready?
Christmas Card Mailbox 2021
A Christmas card mailbox is in the
Thin Place! Bring Christmas cards for
church members, and drop them in
the alphabetized mailing system.
(Alphabetize by LAST name, please —
the letter for each slot is under the
slot, not over it.)
Consider using the money you save
on stamps to donate to a worthy
cause. The December special
missions offering is for Church World
Services of Greensboro. (See page 4
for more about that offering.)
Retrieve your cards anytime during
the season. If you visit a friend or
neighbor, take their cards with you!
Every effort will be made to ensure
that each card finds its way to the
intended recipient.

December Details
• L.I.F.T. Circle presents Photos with
Santa (details, page 3) on Saturday,
December 11, 3-5 p.m.
• A special musical worship service of
Lessons & Carols is Sunday,
December 12. Choir, soloists,
handbells are featured.
• Youth Group’s Christmas play,
Rooty’s Christmas Wish, will be
performed during worship on
Sunday, December 19.
• Church offices will be closed on
Friday, December 24; through
most of Dec. 27-31; and on
Monday, January 3.
• Christmas Eve worship service will
be at 7 p.m. on Friday, December
24; in the sanctuary. Communion
will be served.
• Christmas Day is on a Saturday this
year. Regular worship service on
Sunday, December 26 is led by the
Greensboro UKirk college ministry,
in a video format.
• APC Book Club: Rev. Jess Rigel
leads the study. Meets at 7 p.m. on
the fourth Tuesday of each month
(unless otherwise noted), to discuss
that month’s book. Contact Jess to
join (jess@alamancechurch.org).
Next meeting: Tuesday, December
28. Next meeting after that one:
Tuesday, January 25.
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Year-end donations
To claim a tax-deductible charitable
donation for 2021, donors must
deliver or mail (and postmark)
donations on or before Dec. 31,
2021. Checks written, mailed and
postmarked in 2021 will be taxdeductible, even if not received
until 2022. Checks hand-delivered
after Jan. 1, 2022 will not qualify
for 2021 tax deductions, even if
they are dated 2021.
Only a few staff will be in the
offices the week of Dec. 27-31. Any
personally-delivered checks should
be placed in Financial Coordinator
Dana Adam’s workroom mailbox.

Church offices
will be closed Jan. 3.
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Christopher Skerlak
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Jake Rapp
Carol Huie
Kitty Wells
Andrew Long
Lee Shores
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Foster Families Sought

December Birthdays
1
2
4
6
8
11
12
13

N

The North Carolina District 18 Guardian ad Litem is looking for volunteers to
work with children in foster care. Guardians ad Litem works to help children
move out of foster care and into safe, permanent situations.
Sally Beck, of the Guardians ad Litem of North Carolina, District 18m, will
speak to members of the public who are
interested in exploring this opportunity
for service. Community in Christ
Presbyterian Church invites you to
attend an investigative session on
Sunday, February 6, 2022 at 1 p.m., at
CIC (5401 Liberty Road, Greensboro).
R.S.V.P your intention to attend to
sabeck2013@gmail.com. Register with
Ms. Beck by providing her with your
name, email, and telephone number.

Be a Voice for a Child!

We
ma
she
is t
agr
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wo
fos
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Bryan and the outreach committe
in exploring this opportunity for
joining us. If you feel led to explo
1:00 pm at Community in Christ
idea of being a voice for a child. I
RSVP to: sabeck2013@gmail.com
Fred and I send our wishes for a

January Birthdays
6 Alaska Schubert
7 Marlie Sullivan
11 Becky Brinkley, Steve Starr
14 Phil Smith
15 Linda Maness
16 Barbara Alexander
23 Nancy Dyson, Jane Preston,
Patty Starr
25 Jon Garrett, Trip Gentry,
Randy Maness, Jim Witherspoon
26 Brad Reece
28 Pat Murray
31 Wendy Mills, Melinda White,
Buck Yow
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Sally Beck

Three of our own — Ron Medder, Michael Holt, and Graham Dail — were
honored at Pleasant Garden's Veteran's Appreciation Ceremony on
November 7. The Honorable Jon Hardister, NC House of Representatives,
presented the men with their recognition awards.
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Pastor Jess’ Book Club

email jess@alamancechurch.org
for more info or to join up.

December
28 @ 7 p.m.

Advent
Free-for-all!
Choose your own
adventure!

Watch for the Light:
Readings for Advent
and Christmas
by various authors

Advent in Plain
Sight: A Devotion
through Ten Objects
by Jill J. Duffield

All I Really Want:
Readings for a
Modern Christmas
by Quinn G. Caldwell

Alamance Presbyterian Church’s
Ladies in Fellowship Together
present

Photos with Santa
On Saturday, December 11 from 3-5 p.m., Santa makes a
surprise trip from the North Pole to the courtyard in front of the
church — and you’re invited to visit him!
Take your child’s photo with him then — outside, if the weather
allows. If it’s too cold or rainy, trundle inside to the Gathering
Place to snap a picture.
Hot chocolate, s’mores, and cookies available.

Free and open to the public.
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Join us this Advent season as we raise
funds to help provide safety & welcome
for Afghan families fleeing persecution
from the Taliban.
We are hoping to raise $1,750 to provide
rent, utilities, and food for a newly-arrived
refugee family of 4 for one month.

Church World Service of Greensboro

In addition to its legal program, CWS provides refugee
resettlement services, as a part of the U.S. Department of
State Refugee Resettlement Program. These services
include: basic needs assistance, case management, cultural
orientation, employment preparation and placement,
health access, and information and referral.
CWS hosts community events throughout the year
including the annual Mosaic Festival celebrating diversity
through food, music, and art in downtown Greensboro.
For more about our December special missions partner, go
to https://cwsgreensboro.org.

is a resettlement agency in the North Carolina Triad.
CWS provides immigration legal services in the areas of:
naturalization, refugee/asylee green cards, refugee/asylee
family reunification, green card renewal, FOIA (Freedom
of Information Act) requests, refugee travel documents,
employment authorization document renewals, and
certificates of citizenship. CWS also prepares applications
for the CAM program (Central American Minors).
THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2021
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Missions Update:
Submitted by Jesse, Erin,
and Samuel Atkinson
Wycliffe Translators,
Oaxaca (wah-HAH-kah), Mexico
Merry Christmas, APC!
God has brought us all through another
year, by his grace! We’ve been so blessed
to share the MANY changes and ups and
downs of this year with you. This year,
we saw God provide 100% of our Wycliffe
ministry budget needs and then we
launched to the mission field, first in
Arizona and then, at last, Oaxaca!
We’ve continued to see God’s
faithfulness and love as we’ve adjusted
to life here in Oaxaca, applied for our
visas, bought a car, completed our final
trainings, and so much more.
What’s next?
We have exciting news coming your way!
Check back next month for an
announcement of which language
group we’ll be serving among in Bible
translation (Lord willing).
As we enter the Christmas season and
approach the conclusion of 2021, we
enjoy seeing the poinsettias blooming
(see picture — they’re native to Mexico!)
and we’re reminded of why we’re here.
For us, so much of Christmastime
celebrations revolve around the
Christmas story, lessons and carols, and
singing about the Good News of God
with us.
But celebrating this season looks so
different for the many around us who do
not have the Word, and thus cannot read
the Christmas story for themselves. It is
hard to celebrate the joy of Christmas
without the Bible in your own
language. These communities are
waiting for the day when they can
celebrated with lessons from Scripture
and carols in their own languages!

We’ve truly felt God with us throughout this year. We’ve also felt your prayers
and partnership in so may tangible ways. Thank you for being with us on this
journey! P.S.: Did you catch our most recent video update? You can watch it
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=09-oS5TIUiE
STAY CONNECTED:
Our Wycliffe page/Giving: wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson
Facebook Group: facebook.com/groups/AtkinsonAdventuresInOaxaca
Sign up for newsletters: jotform.com/form/92304614403144
Jesse’s e-mail: jesse_atkinson@wycliffe.org
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Erin’s e-mail: erin_atkinson@wycliffe.org
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From the APC
Food Pantry Team:
“Feed my sheep.”
The Food Pantry seeks to serve up to
30 families a week. They seek a
volunteer to make reminder calls to
clients, on Fridays. Contact Amy Yow
(336-706-3550) to apply.
Please pick up extras when you
grocery shop. Always needed: cereal,
dry milk, pop tarts, spaghetti sauce,
instant mashed potatoes, mac-andcheese, and other such items.
A blue bin at the door to Brown
Fellowship Hall is the best place to
leave donations of shelf-stable foods.
Entry there is not permitted on
weekdays: the Child Development
Center uses the space to hold classes.
Contact the Food Pantry to arrange
for donations of fresh produce. The
Food Pantry always needs clean,
empty, egg cartons to re-pack a
weekly bulk donation of eggs. They
always need clean, empty, plastic
grocery bags, to pack food items for
our hungry guests’ convenience.
Contact Amy Yow (336-706-3550)
with any Food Pantry questions. To
volunteer, we ask that you sign up on
www.alamancechurch.org.

Saturday mornings at
the APC Food Pantry
APC’s Food Pantry pre-packs food
and delivers it to recipients in a car
line. This is the most efficient and
convenient method for clients to
receive food.
When clients arrive on a Saturday
morning for food pick-up, they stay in
their cars and provide their name to a
volunteer. Once verified, other
volunteers load up the car.
The Food Pantry can always use
more Saturday morning volunteers to
help with distribution (9-11:30 a.m.).
THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2021
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Visit http://signup.com/go/h2b6xy to
sign up to help. Please sign up rather
than just showing up. Kris Levine,
Volunteer Coordinator, needs to know
ahead of time how many volunteers
are expected, to make this a good
experience for volunteers as well as
clients! Questions? Please call Kris
Levine at (336)-558-6759.

Special Collections
The APC Food Pantry has designated
specific food items to be donated
each month. Here’s a list of the
specific items for each month:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

December: Soups
January: Canned beans
February: Canned pasta
March: Peanut butter, jelly
April: Canned fruits
May: Canned vegetables
June: Macaroni-and-cheese
July: Crackers
August: Canned pasta
September: Cereal, oatmeal
October: Canned meats
November: Dry pasta, sauce

Potter’s House
APC has served supper to hungry
guests at the Greensboro Urban
Ministry Potter’s House since 2004; on
the third Saturday of odd-numbered
months. 2022 dates: Jan. 15, Mar. 19,
May 21, July 16, Sept. 17, Nov. 19.
The work is intense, but not long.
Arrive at 6 p.m. to set up for the meal.
Serve food from 7-7:45 p.m. Clean up
and nip out the door by 8:15 p.m.
most usually.
Let Darren Hadley know that you or
your group want to help at Potter’s
House. (darren.hadley@triad.rr.com).
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What Presbyterians Believe:
Reformers once frowned on
holiday celebrations
(from an article by Fred Tangeman,
in Presbyterians Today)
Christmas is a time of traditions,
nostalgia and even a little contention.
The argument of canceling Christmas
is not a recent one.
Reformed leaders of the 17th and
18th centuries wanted Christmas very
much gone. Along with their Puritan
siblings, Presbyterians disapproved of
Christmas observances. Puritans, as
did Presbyterians, found no biblical
evidence for the birth of Christ on Dec.
25. Strict Sabbatarians, they kept
churches closed on Christmas unless
it was Sunday.
For the Reformers, nativity worship
services were too closely linked to
Catholic feast and saint days, as well
as with pagan holidays some of those
days had replaced on the calendar.
According to Dr. R. Scott Clark, a
Reformed church historian […], John
Calvin even showed his disapproval of
Christmas celebrations by stating,
“When you elevate one day alone for
the purpose of worshiping God, you
have just turned it into an idol.’”
What is it that Presbyterians
believe when it comes to the
celebration of Christmas today? There
is more to it than deciding where the
greens go in the sanctuary and
whether to sing Christmas hymns
early in Advent. There is more to it
than family traditions.
Perhaps COVID-19 […] is helping us
as Presbyterians to believe once again
that when it comes to celebrating
Christmas, it is about being more
selfless in our giving and looking out
for each other year-round in the way
the Lord instructs.
Fred Tangeman writes for the
Presbyterian Historical Society and
the Office of the General Assembly.
www.alamancechurch.org

Find a Grave
Submitted by Linda L. Aydelette
Find a Grave is the best place on the
internet for burial and other final
disposition information for family,
friends, and famous people. The site
provides tools that let people from all
over the world share information and
build an online, virtual cemetery
experience.
Find a Grave has details about
cemeteries, and individual memorials
for many in those cemeteries.
Memorials usually include birth,
death, and burial information; and
may also have pictures, biographies,
family information, and more.
Members can contribute what they
know; and can leave remembrances
via 'virtual flowers' on the memorials
they visit, completing the virtual
cemetery experience.
Over 2,000 Alamance Presbyterian
Church memorials are listed on Find A
Grave; mostly up-to-date as of
November, 2021. Our new
columbarium is included in the list.
Almost 98% of those sites are both
photographed and GPS-referenced.
This task took several volunteers
some years to accomplish. Download
the free app to your iPhone or iPad
( https://apps.apple.com/us/app/
find-a-grave/id732952190 ) and you
can search our cemetery — and many
cemeteries across the world.
Ours is the oldest privately owned
and operated cemetery in North
Carolina, and one of the oldest in the
southeastern U.S. Whether your
family tree stretches through the
centuries at APC, or you just enjoy
walking through history, we
encourage you to stroll among the
richness of our roots. This “little
church on the hill” has stood for
God’s goodness and love since 1762
— and here we are almost 260 years
later. That itself is history at its best!
THE RELAY: DECEMBER, 2021

Memorials and
Honoraria

Thank You Notes
Dear APC Staff and church family,
Thank you for the beautiful dish
garden, calls, texts, and cards during
this difficult time. My mom loved her
plants and flowers and her yard was
like an outdoor sanctuary. Your gifts
are a wonderful reminder of special
times spent with her. I am so grateful
for all the love and support that has
helped me through her last few weeks.
Love,

To the Current Expense Fund: In
memory of Dick Royal by Salon 45,
Walter Burch. In memory of Joyce
Maness by Salon 45. In memory of
Linda Carraway by Mary Watkins.
In memory of A.W. Higgins by Mary
Watkins. In memory of O.L. & Lottie
Watkins by Mary Watkins.
To the Music Fund: In memory of John
Rea by Thelma Greeson. In memory of
Dick Royal by Thelma Greeson.
To the Children’s and Youth
Ministries: In honor of Gary Trull by
Danny & Joy Thomas.

Joy Thomas
The Church staff offers its heartfelt
thanks to the congregation, for the
more-than- generous outpouring of
donations to the Staff Love Offering. It
has been our pleasure to serve God
and the congregation this year.

Dana Adams, Lynn Barnes,
Kyle Goodman, Andrew
Long, Katie Long, Jess
Rigel, and Joy Thomas

To the Building Improvement Fund:
In memory and in honor of all
veterans, by Fay Haralson.
To the Lift Van Fund: In memory of
my parents, W.G. & Minnie Wyrick by
Bobby Wyrick.
Please mark any donations to the
Children’s Ministry Fund as #8135;
and to the High School/Middle School
Ministry Fund as #8125. This greatly
simplifies our accounting.

The Christmas Story
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.
Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who
was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her
child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for him in the inn.
- Luke 2:1-7
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ALAMANCE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IS INCLUSIVE, ECLECTIC,
AND REFORMED.
We are an ecumenical congregation in a
Presbyterian Church (USA) form.
We are a Matthew 25 church.
We are a Stephen Ministry church.
We are a Hunger Action congregation.
CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor
Rev. Jessica Rigel, Discipleship Pastor
Andrew Long, Dir., Youth Ministries
Katie Long, Director of Music
Rebecca Oden, Pianist
Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries
Dana Adams, Financial Coordinator
Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant
Mary Ellen Shores, Director,
Child Development Center
Jane Preston, Asst. Director, CDC
Missionaries: Jesse & Erin Atkinson,
Linguists, Wycliffe Bible Translators

Alamance Presbyterian Church
4000 Presbyterian Road
Greensboro, NC 27406
(336)-697-0488

Current Officers
The Session is the governing body of our
congregation. Officers are called Elders.
Each “class” serves a three-year term.
Stated meeting is on the fourth Sunday
of each month, at 6 p.m. in Brown
Fellowship Hall unless otherwise noted.
Class of 2023:

Class of 2021:

Connie Fish
Darren Hadley
Tim Hobbs
Kathy Medder
Judy Uniatowski

Pam Dixon
Randy Maness
Wendy Mills
Keith Morris
Gary Trull

Class of 2022:

Youth Elder:
Nathan Garrett

Barbara Alexander
Tom Cimino
Scott Mendenhall
Steve Starr
David White
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Live-streaming Worship Services
Look and listen to Sunday morning worship at Alamance live, online.
1. Go to our website, www.alamancechurch.org. Scroll down the
homepage for the Live Sunday Worship & Info box. Choose that option,
then go to the Worship page. (Or, get to Worship from the Connect drop
down list.)
2. On the Worship page, the box for Worship Live Streaming is on the top right of
your screen. It sends you to the Livestream page for Alamance Presbyterian
Church (www.livestream.com).
3. Before you can access the live streaming service, you must open an account
with Livestream, either with your e-mail or your Facebook account. The
Livestream site will send you an e-mail that will instruct you how to enter a
password of your own choosing.
4. On www.alamancechurch.org, the Worship Live Streaming page has all the
recorded services still available — and options for not-yet-happened services so
you can log in on those Sundays at 10 a.m., in real time.

Connect with Us
Electronically
“Like us” on Facebook We
maintain several pages on the social
media site Facebook. “Like” the pages
to receive automatic notice on your own
Facebook wall.

Newsletter
Deadline
Deadline for the January, 2021 issue of
The Relay is Monday, December 20.
Post your articles by “snail mail,”
by e-mail (lynn@alamancechurch.org),
or phone the office (697-0488 x 121)
to deliver your news.

... and check our website!
www.alamancechurch.org.

QR stands for "Quick Response." QR
codes store lots of data. Scan with the
camera function on a smart phone to
access information instantly.
APC now has a QR
code to connect you
quickly to our website

and one that will take
you directly to the Serve
page, for info about how
to volunteer.

Clerk of Session:
Graham Dail

Church Offices Closed
on
Friday, December 24
Monday, January 3
Most of the church staff will be out of
the office during the week after
Christmas, Dec. 27-31, most of each
day. There will be no Open Door meal,
or choir rehearsal, that week.

We are a Matthew 25 Church.
We are a Hunger Action congregation.
We have a Stephen Ministry.
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