*One asterisk means to stand, as you are able.

Feel free to come forward during the closing song
to light a candle, as a public sign of an inward
commitment to life in the light of Christ. If your
religious tradition includes crossing yourself,
feel free to do that here.

The nearest restrooms are out the sanctuary side door,
through the breezeway, and into the alcove
of the Thin Place Gallery.

Assisted listening devices are available
from the technician at the Audiovisual booth,
which is located at the back of the sanctuary.

Citations for references used during worship are
available from the ministers, upon request. The New
Revised Standard Version (Updated Edition) of the Bible
is used during worship, unless otherwise noted.

Lectionary Year A, Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time,
July 5: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67; Psalm 45:10-17;
Psalm 145:8-14; Song of Solomon 2:8-13;
Zechariah 9:9-12; Romans 7:15-25a;
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30.

Lectionary Year A, Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time,
July 12: Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 65:(1-8) 9-13;
Psalm 119:105-112; Isaiah 55:10-13; Romans 8:1-11;
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.
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LARGE PRINT

Chiming of the Hour

Welcome and Announcements Lay Reader is Kathy Fay.

Taps Across America: Honoring a Veteran
Centering Music

* Call to Worship

One: God of the Nations, we gather here
in celebration and thanksgiving.
All: We gather here in longing and in hurt.
One: We come to celebrate freedom:
to speak, to worship, to witness, to call for change,
even to come together here.
All: We come to pray for healing and wholeness,
for unity and change.
One: Come, Holy Spirit: to fill our hearts, to speak,
to witness, to transform,
to bind us as the Body of Christ.
All: God bless our nation;
God bless all nations of the earth.

* Opening Hymn God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

For two-hundred-fifty years, we give you thanks; for

two-hundred-fifty years, we likewise repent. Like
your people in Scripture, ours is a story of both
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faithful witness, and deep and abiding sin. We give
thanks for the bold call we heard to face tyranny and
to make a way for the freedom of all. We repent of
the ways we held human beings in slavery and
segregation. We give thanks for the home we found
in this land; we repent for taking that land from
those with whom we might have shared it. We lift up
gratitude for the ways you have brought people
from so many walks of life together; we lament the
ways we have chosen to break relationships rather
than break bread together. We praise you for giving
us a land where pursuit of life, liberty, and
happiness is possible; and we confess that, too
often, we have chosen our own at the expense of
others. Forgive us, O God, and help us to forgive one
another. Bless us, and keep us on your way. In Jesus’
name, amen.

A Promise of Forgiveness and Peace

Passing of the Peace

One: The peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

We invite everyone to share Christ’s peace
with your neighbors, both now and after the service.

*Sung Response Glory to God,
Whose Goodness Shines on Me

First Scripture Reading  Revelation 21:1-6, 22-26

One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Special Music

Vacation Bible School Slideshow:
Snowball Mountain Challenge

Children from age 4-5th grade may now go to the
Grace Space, at the front of the sanctuary.

Second Scripture Reading Revelation 22:1-5

One: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Message A More Perfect Union
Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman

* Affirmation of Faith A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,

everywhere the giver and renewer of life.

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God
and neighbor, and binds us together with all
believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets

and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ
through Scripture, engages us through the Word
proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, and calls women and men to all
ministries of the church.

In a broken and fearful world

the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,

and to work with others for justice, freedom

and peace.

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,

we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks

and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch
for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying,
“Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place,

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
King James Version

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowéd be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, in earth as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the
glory, forever. Amen.

Pray with the words that hold the most meaning for you,
even if they differ from your neighbor’s.

Call to Offering

Sharing of Offering

Offertory

* Doxology Praise God,
from Whom All Blessings Flow

* Prayer of Thanksgiving
* Sending Hymn This Is My Song

*Charge and Benediction

Closing Music



