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Sometimes called “The Canticle of the Sun,” this cosmic roll call allows human beings to give voice to all
creation. One of the earliest religious poems in the Italian language, it is made even more expansive by this
broad, repetitive melody with interspersed “Alleluias.”  

015-all creatures of.mus, Page 1

&

?

# #

# #

˙̇
1
2
3
4 All

O
O
All

˙̇

Unison

œ œ œ œ œ œ

who
broth
broth
crea

for
er
er

tures

love
fire,

wind
of

of
so

with
our

God
warm
clouds
God

for
and
and
and

w ˙

œ œ œ ˙˙ œœ œ œ œ œ

ww ˙
give,

bright,
rain,
King,

all
chase
you
lift

˙ ˙ ˙
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5   And you, most gentle sister death,
    waiting to hush our final breath:
    Alleluia! Alleluia!
    Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom,
    fair is the night that leads us home.
    Sing praises! Alleluia!
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

6   O sisters, brothers, take your part,
    and worship God with humble heart.
    Alleluia! Alleluia!
    All creatures, bless the Father, Son,
    and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
    Sing praises! Alleluia!
    Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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The “you/your” mentioned in every stanza is never identified, but this 1979 hymn is clearly a corporate
prayer to God on behalf of the diverse congregation who have assembled for worship, longing to be
transformed and used as God’s witnesses and for God’s purposes.
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SANCTUARY
Irregular

The lines given here convey the central message of the longer song for which they form the refrain. The
principal Scripture reference is 1 Corinthians 3:16–17, Paul’s reminder to the Christians at Corinth that “[they]
are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in [them].”

6/22/13

702Christ Be Beside Me

This text adapts part of a traditional Irish prayer associated with St. Patrick (see also no. 6). Such a prayer for
protection is known as a lorica, from a Latin word for “breastplate” or “armor.” It is set to a Gaelic melody
that gained wide popularity in the 1970s.
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This text adapts part of a traditional Irish prayer associated with St. Patrick (see also no. 6). Such a prayer for
protection is known as a lorica, from a Latin word for “breastplate” or “armor.” It is set to a Gaelic melody
that gained wide popularity in the 1970s.
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

250In the Bulb There Is a Flower
Hymn of Promise

The writing of this hymn was spurred by a line from the poet T. S. Eliot: “In my end is my beginning.”
Shortly after this piece was completed, the author/composer’s husband was diagnosed with what proved to
be a terminal malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral.
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be a terminal malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral.
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ḃe,
y,
ry,

Dm
Bm(         )

- -

-
-
-

-
-

-
-

& b œ œ
un re

.œ jœ œ œ
vealed un til its

B bG
Gm
Em(     ) (         )

œ œ œ œ
sea son, some thing

F
D

Dm
Bm(     ) (         )

œ œ œ œ
God a lone can

Gm
Em

C7
A7(         ) (        )

˙
see.

F
D(     )

- - - - - -

JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

250In the Bulb There Is a Flower
Hymn of Promise

The writing of this hymn was spurred by a line from the poet T. S. Eliot: “In my end is my beginning.”
Shortly after this piece was completed, the author/composer’s husband was diagnosed with what proved to
be a terminal malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral.
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Shortly after this piece was completed, the author/composer’s husband was diagnosed with what proved to
be a terminal malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral.
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