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PEACEHAVEN

Let’s Be Different Together

For the December Special

Missions Offering, we partner

with Peacehaven Commu

nity

Farm. We've partnered with

them since their beginnin
See page 6 for specifics
or https:

g.

www.peacehavenfarm.org/

for even more information

about the center.
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Advent and Christmas and All Like That

The season of Advent began on
November 30, the First Sunday of
Advent. Liturgical colors changed to
purple and blue for the season.

On the Fourth Sunday of Advent,
December 21, church musicians will
present Laudamus Te: A Service of
Lessons and Carols. The work was
composed and arranged by Jacob
Dishman; published by GIA Publications,
Chicago in 2024. Jacob writes: “As we
celebrate the birth of the Messiah, we
are reminded of our new lives in Christ
and the renewal of our spirits through
the joy of the Christmas season. The
story of Jesus’ birth inspires us, enlivens
us, and produces a desire to recount the
events in a fresh way. Through the
performance of this work of worship
through song, we embody the
restorative power of the ‘Flower' sprung
from the stem of Jesse that 'fadeth
never, and ever is new."”

Festive red poinsettias will adorn the
sanctuary on December 21.

Christmas Eve, December 24, is
celebrated at Alamance Presbyterian
Church with a Candlelight Communion
worship service in the sanctuary, at 7
p.m. The service is a reminder to us that
Christ will always be the light beyond
our darknesses.

Church offices will be closed during
the week of Dec. 22-26, and on Jan. 1,
2026 — and some staff members will be
in and out during the following week,
Dec. 29-Jan. 2, (to attend to necessary
functions like composing and printing
bulletins, collecting year-end tithes and
offerings, etc.) Phone before you drive all

the way out here, to be sure a human is on
duty to aid you in your mission.

The Special Missions Offering for
December is to the Peacehaven
Community Farm. APC has long partnered
with this ecumenical ministry to the wider
community. See page 6 for details.
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Back Again This Year:
A Christmas Mailbox!

Gifted woodworker Randy Maness
constructed an impressive APC Christmas
card mailbox. Spacious cubbyholes wrap
around three sides of the table,

two rows deep. (He also crafted the
miniature model of the sanctuary atop the
mailbox!)

Use the mailbox to exchange holiday
greetings with fellow congregants. Place
cards and letters in the slot that corresponds
alphabetically to their last name.

Retrieve cards that have been delivered to
you, to make room for even more cards and
seasonal greetings.

www.alamancechurch.org
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December Birthdays

2 Toby Jobe

4 Lillie Snider

6 Ethel Allred

8 Jay Busby, Paul Camp

9 Jack Oliver

11 Mary Beard

12 Darren Stevens

13 Sara Strandberg

14 JoAnn Camp

15 Gabby Brown

17 Lisa Benton, Debbie Gill,
Tommie Lynn Sullivan

18 John Roseman

22 Wilma Grubb

25 Kitty Wells

27 Andrew Long

28 Lee Shores

29 Morgan Haynes
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January Birthdays

7 Marlie Sullivan

11 Becky Brinkley, Steve Starr

14 Phil Smith

15 Linda Maness

23 Nancy Dyson, Jane Preston,
Patty Starr

25 Jon Garrett, Trip Gentry,
Randy Maness

26 Brad Reece

28 Pat Murray

29 Ken Hollingsworth

30 Hailey Humble

31 Wendy Mills, Melinda White,
Buck Yow
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Celebrate the Log College Leadership Development Project!

The Log College at Alamance seeks to
provide opportunities for learning and
personal growth to young adults in our
community. Volunteers created this
program and led it, with minimal help
from pastors.

The six incredibly brilliant — and
incredibly busy — young people who
piloted the program gave over 20 hours
to learn about leadership and creating
personal development plans.

There are so many amazing things to
say about this new, outward-focused

program. While the initial six students
were all members at Alamance, future
programs will be open to the wider
community. We can't wait to see where
this goes.

On the afternoon of November 15, the
Log College at Alamance celebrated the
graduates of its first course: Youth
Leadership Development.

Congratulations to Alanna Brown,
Jonah Brown, Birdie Church, Nora
church, Jared Gill, and Grant Smith!

The APC Food Pantry asks for specific
food items each month:

o December: Soups

o January: Canned beans

o February: Canned pasta

e March: Peanut butter, jelly

« April: Canned fruits

« May: Canned vegetables

o June: Macaroni-and-cheese
o July: Crackers

e August: Canned pasta

o September: Cereal, oatmeal
« October: Canned meats

o November: Dry pasta, sauce

Deposit food in the big box in the
Gathering Place, or contact Amy Yow
directly to arrange a transfer directly
to storage (336.706.3550).

2

Special thanks go to Azalea, the NC
Southern Regal Ambassador 2025. For the
last three years, she has collected food for
the APC Food Pantry. (Special thanks also
to her mom, who makes this happen!)

In the week of November 24, Azalea
and her mother brought 510 pounds of
non-perishable foods to stock the shelves.

www.alamancechurch.org
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Celebrate the Reverend Jess Rigel!

To Whom It may Concern,

We hope you will join us in celebrating
the reverend Jessica Rigel as she joins
Iron Sharpening Iron’s signature
executive leadership program.

Hosted at Princeton Theological
Seminary, Iron Sharpening Iron draws
on best practice es and subject matter
expertise from leaders in public
service, the private sector, the church,
and the academy; to promote capable
women to thrive in God’s calling in a
way that has theological integrity as
well as sophisticated philosophy and
practice. This distinctive 12-month
program is highly selective.This year,
there were 87 written applications,
and 60 semi-finalists in the video
interview round; with just 24 women
admitted. Rev. Rigel is part of the
program’s seventh cohort, beginning
in May 2026.

Being the pastor of a congregation
is a joyful, complex vocation. it
requires spiritual depth as well as the
leadership capacity to build and grow
a thriving organization in a rapidly-
changing landscape. Pastors are
simultaneously spiritual care
providers, preachers, community
leaders, and executives of non-profit
organizations. The Iron Sharpening
Iron program equips pastors for the
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breadth and depth of their leadership
role.

The leadership of women clergy has
been linked to higher levels of trust and
engagement in congregations, but it
also has a powerful influence beyond
the church. A recent study of women’s
ordination in America by Cammie Bolin
and Benjamin Knoll, published by
Oxford University Press, found that
having an influential female religious
leader in one’s youth has lasting impact
on levels of self-esteem, self-efficacy,
and education; which in turn are linked
to levels of employment, income, and
leadership in adulthood.! They found
that women who reported being
influenced by a woman religious leader
in their youth are, as today’s adults,
productively employed at rates equal
to men. The evidence of this research
suggests that “gender equality in
religious congregational leadership is a
necessary precondition for gender
equality in American society at large.”2

We hope you will see this investment
in Rev. Rigel as an investment indoor
own flourishing and the vitality of your
community.

For more information on Iron
Sharpening Iron, go to isi.ptsem.edu.

If you or members of your congregation
have any additional questions, feel free
to contact Thais Carter, Associate
Director of Iron Sharpening Iron
(thais.caarter@ptsem.edu).

Blessings on your ministry,

Rev. Dr. Anne Stewart,
Program Director, Iron Sharpening Iron
Executive Vice President,

Princeton Theological Seminary

1See Benjamin R. Knll and Cammie Jo Bolin, She
Preached the Word: Women’s Ordination in
Modern America (New Your: Oxford University
Press, 2018).

21bid., p. 204
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BackPack Beginnings

BackPack Beginning’s mission is to
connect children and their families
to resources needed to thrive. The
non-profit organization serves over
27,000 children in need (and their
families) annually; by providing
children’s clothing and shoes, baby
diapers and wipes, baby accessories,
baby food and formula, hygiene
products, toys, school supplies,
books, household goods, fresh fruits
and vegetables, frozen meats and
poultry, canned goods, cereals and
boxed goods, breads, frozen
meals ,and other prepared items.
After worship — and after the
annual congregational Thanksgiving
meal on Sunday, November 23 —
APC children and youth and their
advisors traveled to the BackPack
Beginnings warehouse in
Greensboro, to sort stuff so that
other volunteers could more easily
distribute items, later.

www.alamancechurch.org
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Missions Update:
Submitted by Jesse & Erin,
Samuel, and Amos Atkinson:
Wycliffe Translators,
Oaxaca (wah-HAH-kah), Mexico
Serving the Zapotec people
of San Dionisio

Time to CELEBRATE!

We have happy news to share: Jesse
passed the Zapotec exam!

This represents almost four years
of hard work in San Dionisio and
means we are cleared to work on final
preparations for starting to translate
Scripture.

These final preparations include
submitting reports on the grammar
and phonology of the language,
getting approval for our tentative
alphabet, revising our database of
linguistic data, and revising our
literacy materials.

These requirements ensure we’re
truly equipped with knowledge of
Zapotec before we start translating,
but also serve as the start of a body of
materials in Zapotec to serve the
community. (They’ve never had access
to things written in or about their
language before!)

Wicliffe
BibleTranslators

We also really covet your prayers
during this time as we approach the
local church and other key
stakeholders and discern together
how to approach setting up the
translation team, which methodology
to use, etc. Decision-making is a
HIGHLY different process in this
culture, and we really hope to get
strong buy-in and a good foundation
established for translation on the
front-end of this long process.

Pray with us!

« PRAY: For God’s clear leading and
the Spirit to be moving in San
Dionisio as we connect with
stakeholders and think through
together how to set up things for the
translation process. We really hope
the community will be the driving
force behind translation--not us
outsiders. Please pray for clarity
about how to administer the
translation process and for God to
raise up a strong team of dedicated
locals.

. PRAY: Please pray for our time in
the US, that we will be able to
support family well but also have
good rest. We are very thankful that
our existing plans to travel back to
NC (our tickets were thanks to the
generosity of a third-party) could be
moved up on very short notice.
(Thank you to all who prayed us here
despite so many delays with our
flights!)

STAY CONNECTED:

Our Wycliffe page/Giving: wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson

Facebook Group: facebook.com/groups/AtkinsonAdventuresinOaxaca
Sign up for newsletters: jotform.com/form/92304614403144

Jesse’s email: jesse_atkinson@wycliffe.org

Erin’s email: erin_atkinson@wycliffe.org

To give online: wycliffe.org/partner/JEAtkinson

Orlando, FL 23862.

To give by mail: Make checks payable to Wycliffe Bible Translators. Include a
separate note saying, “Preference for the Wycliffe ministry of Jesse & Erin
Atkinson, account #398700.” Send to Wycliffe Bible Translators, P.O. Box 628200,
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o PRAY: We’re making a quick trip to
FL while in the US to connect with
the church community we were a
part of during seminary at RTS.
Please pray for God’s blessing over
this trip, especially for our boys as
they’re interacting with so many
new people in a new place.

« PRAY: For God to provide for our
monthly budget shortfall and some
one-time financial needs (like the
baby’s birth). He has always been
faithful to provide for us, and we’re
trusting He will continue to do so.

The Year in Review:

It’s been a busy few years, and an
especially busy 2025 for our family!

In the midst of ministry, we also
completed construction and moved
into a new house that we hope will be
a much more stable, secure base for
our family for years to come. We did a
lot of the work on the house ourselves,
which was a process full of learning
but also full of seeing God at work!

We also attended several
workshops, including one ongoing
right now, alongside our tutor Sandy
and her sister, Dali.

We also developed a literacy app
that we’re currently finalizing before
sharing with local schools in January,
Lord willing.

[ (Erin) also homeschool Samuel.
Over the summer | helped coordinate
our two weeks of meetings with
colleagues.

Finally, we’re expecting baby boy #3
in mid-March!

How did we get here?

Getting to this huge milestone is a

testament to God’s grace throughout a

long process. Here are a few things we

had to do to get to this point:

« Find language helpers — locals who
are willing to give you their time,
away from their work, to teach you
their language. Ideally, they also

www.alamancechurch.org
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have some natural giftings for this
work. There are no textbooks or
other resources available for
learning Zapotec, so it’s a very
relational process.

o Developed and led our own
lessons — Imagine if we asked you
to run a class where you learned
Chinese! We used a repertoire of
activities, which got more advanced
as we went along. Recently, one of
our favorites (and our tutors’
favorites) was a modified version of
Taboo in Zapotec, that Jesse
created.

» Analyzed the phonology (inventory
of sounds and how they affect each
other), then developed an alphabet.
then comes testing the alphabet —
that’s where we’re at now.

 Developed an understanding of the
grammar of the language.

Drafted some initial literacy
materials to aid with testing the
alphabet and generate interest in the
community. (Think primers, games,
and early readers.)

N S

Throughout this process, we’ve also
been attending church in the
community, visiting shopkeepers and
Christian families, and attending
community events so that we can
build a strong base of relationships.

Reaching this goalis also a
testimony to God’s faithfulness
through YOU all! None of this could
have been accomplished without
your faithful prayers and giving. We
may be your hands and feet here in
Oaxaca, but you are the foundation of
all of this!

TRAVEL UPDATE:

Some of you may have seen in our
Facebook group that we have moved
up our planned travel to the US for
the holidays on short notice.

Erin’s grandfather suffered a
serious stroke and we traveled to
the US last week. We plan to be here
until the end of December to better
support family.

We really appreciate your
prayers during this time!

FINANCIAL UPDATE:
We recently received a new Wycliffe
ministry budget and have a monthly
shortfall to meet our new budget.
(The new budget includes an increase
for baby #3 and costs of living here in
Oaxaca.)

As you consider your year-end
charitable giving, would you
prayerfully consider joining our
monthly partnership team,
or a one-time gift to our Wycliffe
ministry?

A

Above: We hosted our Zapotec tutors and their families for a
Thanksgiving-style meal to thank them for all their help in
learning their language. It was a great cross-cultural
experience for all of us; and | was thankful that our American
food wasn’t too off-putting to their very different palates!
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We recently renewed
Amos’s Mexican passport,
which went much more
smoothly than expected, ’ -

thanks to your prayers!

Jesse, all dressed up
to share (in Zapotec!)
at the anniversary
celebration of another
small local church.

PASAPORTE

]
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PEACEHAVEN

Let’s Be Different Together.

Peacehaven Community Farm was
founded in 2007 by Tim & Susan Elliot,
and Buck & Cathy Cochran. These two
families, raising children with
Intellectual/Developmental
Disabilities (I/DD), envisioned a place
that would cultivate community for
people of all abilities.

They knew of the “cliff" that so
many families face, when their
children age out of state and federal
programs — yet still seek opportunity,
purpose, and belonging.

Thanks to the dedication of these
two families (and thousands of
supporters over the years), today
Peacehaven reaches people of all
ages and abilities with programs and
resources for anyone who believes in
the dignity and perspective of every
person.

The full vision for Peacehaven’s 89
acres will be realized over the next
few years. A multipurpose community
center will be followed by residential
housing, an arts center, outdoor
recreation spaces, a multidisciplinary
health care clinic for the |/DD
population, and expanded farming
operations.

These facilities should serve and
appeal to people of every ability;
while still addressing the specific
needs of those with an I/DD.

Peacehaven builds community by
re-imagining collaboration. The
Special Mission Offering for December
will help Peacehaven realize some of
its goals for the future.

Thank you for your support of this
amazing place.
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We want to sincerely thank each and
every one of you for your support,
and for making the Silent Auction
such a success.

Whether you came out to enjoy the
meal, bought a raffle ticket, place
bids at the auction, sold raffle tickets,
or simply kept the event in your
prayers — you have all played a part
in something special.

To those who helped plan, set up,
and decorate the space — thank you
for your time, creativity, and
dedication. You made the night not
just possible, but beautiful.

To the volunteers who worked
behind the scenes — handling
auction items, and helping clean up
— your hard work often goes unseen;
butitis deeply appreciated.

To everyone who bought a ticket
or who made a donation: your
generosity directly supports the
ongoing ministry and mission of this
church. Every contribution, big or
small, helps us continue to serve our
community and to share God’s love.

And, to all who lifted this event up
in prayer: thank you for surrounding
us with encouragement and faith.

Your prayers are the foundation that
makes everything we do meaningful.
To those who made items to sell,

your time and generosity are a true
blessing. Each handcrafted piece and
thoughtful donation added heart,
talent, and meaning to the event.

The Silent Auction wasn’t just about
fundraising. It was about fellowship,
faith, and coming together as a church
family. So, from the bottom of our
hearts, thank you for making this
event one to remember.

May God bless each of you for your
kindness and support.
The Silent Auction Team:

Becky Brinkley,
Terrl Busby,
Michelle qoodman,
Shannon Haywes,
Pat Lovell,
Tommie Lynn Sullivan,
Amg Yow

Cookies with Santa

The L.I.FT. Circle hosted Cookies with
Santa on December 6. This free event
included games, crafts, cookie
decorating, and a visit with Santa Claus.

We welcomed 43 families, with their
69 children, this year.

L.I.ET. (Ladies in Fellowship Together)
sends a big “thank you” to everyone
who helped out; and an extra shout-out
to Doug & Dianne Clapp and Kris Burns,
for making the visit with Santa so
special.
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Memorials

and Honoraria

To the Operating Fund: In memory of
Kathy Kimbro by Skip & Susan
Spencer and family, Lynn Jones and
family, Clint & Linda Aydelette, Joe &
Dodie Miller, Rick & Cathy Briggs.

To the Food Pantry: In memory of
Michael Holt by Thelma Greeson. In
memory of Catherine Roberson by
Thelma Greeson. In memory of Jim
Witherspoon by Thelma Greeson. In
memory of Johnny Greene by Willie &
Glenda Goncharow.

Grave Markers
for Military Veterans

The U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs provides foot markers or
headstone emblems free of charge
for military veterans who have died
since September, 1990.

Here is a link to the VA website
page about burials and grave
markers: https://www.va.gov/burials-
memorials/memorial-items/
headstones-markers-medallions/

Here is a link to a PDF version of the
application form for a headstone
medallion: https://www.va.gov/
vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330M.pdf

MEETS: All the Letters

In October, 18 members of MEETS
participated in the first group
overnight trip. We happily supported
our neighbors to the west, as we
dipped our toes in travel and enjoyed
each other's company.

We finally fulfilled all five letters of
our acronym:
M (Meet): We met at the NuWray
Hotel and Parkway Playhouse.

E (Eat): There was good eating at the
NuWray, and yummy pie at The
Orchard at Altapass.

E (Entertain): We attended a local
theater production of Arsenic and Old
Lace. We were treated to an
impromptu tour of a small business
owned by daughter-of-the-church
Emily Causey and her husband,
Jason.

T (Travel): We traveled to Burnsville,
North Carolina; and stopped in Nebo
on the way home.

S (Socialize): This is pretty much our
strength. We socialized throughout
the trip. By regularly socializing,
MEETS becomes closer to both new
and old friends, forming a bond that

will help us support one another as we
face the many changes and challenges
of life — a goal of MEETS from its
inception. (We all need to expand our
list of “2 a.m. friends.”)

MEETS is a fellowship group geared
toward adults who are no longer
raising children. While we love your
children and grandchildren as well as
our own, to keep our options of
"meetsing" venues open and our focus
on the intended age, we have limited
the group to adults only.

We welcome any person 21 years of
age and older to our gatherings. Bring
friends, partners, neighbors, or just
your wonderful self!

Information on MEETS gatherings can
be found in bulletins, in the church
newsletter The Relay, e-vites,
Instagram, and Facebook. (Contact
Kathy Fay at kathyefay@gmail.com to
join the private social media groups or
the

e-vite list.)

All MEETS activities are pay-as-you-
go. RSVP is most appreciated.

Another Plea for Food

Alamance Elementary School is
starting a food pantry, to supplement
groceries for students’ families who
suffer the loss of SNAP benefits.

We plan to support families at
A.E.S.in any way we can — as well as
the 120-150 households already
served every month through the APC
Food Pantry. As the need dramatically
increases, we asked for your support
to help meet it.
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Bereavement Teams

The APC Fellowship Ministry Team asks:

“Have you ever lost a loved one and then been overwhelmed with the many

decisions that need to be made?

“This church would like to help grieving families, in a small way, by providing
fellowship and light refreshment following a funeral or memorial service.”

The Fellowship Team seeks individuals to form a few Bereavement Teams.
Members interested in assisting grieving families by joining a team would be
responsible for preparing and serving refreshments — and cleaning up afterward.

If you feel led toward this opportunity for fellowship, please contact Fellowship
Team member Phyllis Monroe (336-549-7178) or Cathy Wray (336-202-6590).
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ALAMANCE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IS INCLUSIVE, ECLECTIC,
AND REFORMED.

We are an ecumenical congregation
in a Presbyterian Church (USA) form.
We are a Matthew 25 church.

We are a Stephen Ministry church.
We are a Hunger Action congregation.

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Dr. Kyle Goodman, Lead Pastor

Rev. Jessica Rigel, Discipleship Pastor

Andrew Long, Audiovisual Technician

Katie Long, Director of Music

Jacob Dishman, Pianist

Joy Thomas, Dir., Children’s Ministries

Dana Adams, Financial and
Administration Coordinator

Lynn Barnes, Administrative Assistant

Missionaries: Jesse & Erin Atkinson,
Linguists, Wycliffe Bible Translators

Alamance Presbyterian Church
4000 Presbyterian Road
Greensboro, NC 27406
(336)-697-0488
www.alamancechurch.org

B A C K

P E W

Live-streaming Worship Services

Look and listen to Sunday morning worship at Alamance live, )

on-line. Here’s how:

1. Go to our website, www.alamancechurch.org. At the top of the page,

choose Livestream. That option takes you directly to the latest worship service,
and any prior recorded services that are still available for you to view.

2. Before you can access the live streaming service, you must open an account

with Vimeo, either with your e-mail or your Facebook account.

Reep the Light On

Alamance Presbyterian Church 2026 Stewardship Campaign

QR stands for "Quick Response." QR
codes store lots of data. Scan with the
camera function on a smart phone to
access information instantly.

APC has a QR code to connect you
quickly to our website ...

... and one that will take
you directly to the Serve page, for info
about how to volunteer.
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Current Officers

The Session is the governing body of our
congregation. Officers are called Elders.
Each “class” serves a three-year term.
Stated meeting is on the fourth Sunday
of each month, at 2 p.m. in the Bible
Seekers classroom (unless otherwise

noted).
Class 0f 2025:  Class of 2027:
Lou Gonzalez Beth Pulliam

Shannon Haynes Steve Starr

Ty Kimbro Tommy Lynn Sullivan
Terry Schubert  David Wray
Class of 2026:

Youth Elder:
Becky Brinkley Grant Smith
Naomi Church
Beth McCall

Clerk of Session:
Kitty Wells

Beth McCall
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Newsletter Deadline

Deadline for the January, 2026 issue
of The Relay is Friday, December 26.
The deadline is printed on the back
page of each issue of the newsletter.

Post your articles by U.S. mail, by e-
mail (lynn@alamancechurch.org),
hitch up your reindeer and deliver
them in person (park the cervid in the
back, please), or phone the office
(336-697-0488 x 121) to deliver the
news. Newsletter policy is posted on
the church website,
www.alamancechurch.org. \|/
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Find Us on Instagram

To follow the adventures of Alamance
on our Instagram page, just scan this
QR code. You can also find us on
Facebook, YouTube, and
www.www.alamancechurch.org.

No one from the church
will EVER email you, phone you,
or message you to ask you
to send gift cards.
This form of request is a scam.
Do not respond
to these sorts of requests.

www.alamancechurch.org
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