
 

Blessing of the Backpacks: 
A Responsive Back to School Prayer  

by Larry Farris 

One: O Holy God, the time is come when school begins. As these  
your children begin their studies, we ask a blessing on their backpacks  
in which they carry the books and note books, markers and pens and 
pencils they will use to learn. O Lord of Life and Love, 

Many: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, all who will teach our children in the coming days 
and weeks and months. Give them the wisdom to find inspiration  
for each child. Give them the energy and creativity and love that will 
make their work a blessing to our children. O Lord of Life and Love, 

Many: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, all school principals, vice principals, office staff, 
cafeteria workers, custodians, and support staff, that they may be faithful 
stewards of the resources entrusted to their care. Make them fair and 
merciful, able to do their crucial work with a spirit of grace and 
compassion. O Lord of Life and Love, 

Many: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, each one gathered here, that we will seek every 
opportunity to grow in our knowledge and love of you — in our church 
school classes, our Godly Play, Kid’s R.O.C.K., Kid’s J.A.M., our Youth 
Servant Leadership, our Mother’s Morning Out, our Child Development 
Center, and all our classes for youth and students and adult learners. 
Grant that we may see you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
follow you more nearly. O Lord of Life and Love, 

Many: Hear our prayer. 
(continued on back) 

One: And bless, O God, these our cherished children, those whom we 
have promised to love and nurture at their baptism. Keep them safe,  
keep them excited, keep them ever seeking to learn more and to develop 
their gifts. Grant that through their study, they may gain the tools to grow 
in love and faith and service, all their days. O Lord of Life and Love, 

Many: Hear our prayer. 

One: Bless, O God, these backpacks and the children who carry them.  
O Lord of Life and Love, 

Many: Hear our prayer. Amen. 

Blessing of the Backpacks 

on Sunday, August 24 

We invite children, youth, (and anyone else)  
to bring their school bags to worship with them,  

for the annual Blessing of the Backpacks. 


